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The dilemma:

Åcatalogers want to provide access by 
collocating information, to put things in 
pigeon holes

Åwriters want to break the box and not stick to 
categories



Tools:

ÅSubject cataloging manual

ïintroduction: principles, policies, procedures

ïpattern headings

ïindividual topics, e.g., fine arts, buildings, 
photography, catalogs

Åreference works and the literature

Åexisting headings as models



Our job as catalogers:

Åfind the happy medium between the literature 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
need for access by controlled headings



Case study:

άƴŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀέ



MIT Press http://mitpress.mit.edu



subject words from MIT Press catalog 
received recently

Åsynthetic reality

Ånew media art

Åtechnology

Ådigital era

Åvisuality

Åtechno-human interface

Åembodied technology

Åtechnologized body

Åintersection of life, 
science, art

Åexperimental

Åmedia study, media 
practice

Åvideo

Åcomputer art



The new media reader

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘǎΣ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
computer programs ςmany of them now 
almost impossible to find ςthat chronicle the 
history and form the foundation of the still-
ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ ΦΦΦέ  όŀƴŘ ǎƻ 
starts the description of this 2003 title from 
MIT Press)



LC Control No.: 2002026412
LCCN Permalink: http://lccn.loc.gov/2002026412
Type of Material: Book (Print, Microform, Electronic, etc.)
Main Title: The NewMediaReader / edited by Noah Wardrip-Fruin 
and Nick Montfort.
Cover Title: New Media Reader
Published/Created: Cambridge, Mass. : MIT Press, c2003.
Related Names: Wardrip-Fruin, Noah.

Montfort, Nick.
Description: xv, 823 p. : ill. ; 24 cm. + 1 CD-ROM (4 3/4 in.)
ISBN: 0262232278 (hc. : alk. paper)
Notes: Includes bibliographical references and index.

Subjects: Telecommunication.
Mass media.
Computers and civilization.
Internet.

LC Classification: TK5102.5 .N48 2003





Where else to look for synonyms

Åindexes, e.g., Art Index, Avery Index

Ådictionaries, e.g., Artspeak, Photospeak

Åcurriculum pages for art schools

Åtextbooks on contemporary art



LC Control Number: sh 00007354
HEADING: Digital art
Search Also Under: Computer art
Found In: Work cat.: Pope N. Somewhere, c1998: 

p. 15 (digital art, artists using digital technology 
and tools in the process of creating and 
presenting their work)
Digital art WWW site, 2 Oct. 2000.
Digital art review WWW site, 2 Oct. 2000 (a 
review of digital art first published in Visual 
Computing)



LC/SAF record for:
Digital humanities centers



Nope!

LC Control Number: sh 85082830
LC Class Number: LB1028.4
HEADING: Media programs (Education)
Used For/See From: Educational media programs

Instructional materials programs
Multi media programs
Programs, Media
School media programs

Search Also Under: Educational technology
Teaching Aids and devices



Getting warm

LC Control Number: sh 00000134
LC Class Number: N6494.M78

N7433.92
HEADING: Multimedia (Art)
Used For/See From: Multi media (Art)

Multimedia art
Search Also Under: Arts
Found In: Work cat.: 99491014: Abracadabra : international contemporary art, 

1999.
Grove dict. of art, 1996 (Term used in an art-historical context to describe art 
forms that include a variety of media, often unconventional. Multimedia may also 
comprise live or performance art, happenings, environmental art, video art and 
installations.)
AAT (Multimedia works: use for 20th century works of art that employ several 
distinct art forms, such as sculpture and music or painting and light art.)



Even warmer ... perhaps

LC Control Number: sh2007005472
HEADING: Multimedia installations (Art) [proposed]
Search Also Under: Installations (Art)

Multimedia (Art)
Found In: Work cat.: Collection New Media installations, c2006: p. 15 (New Media 

collection at Centre Pompidou comprises two categories; first category covers 
multimedia installations using one or several monitors, one or several projections, 
closed circuits (video camera and monitor) slide projections controlled by a 
computer program, and also monitors and projectors linked to computers)
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŜƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘƛŀΣ мфффΥ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ό!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻΣ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
multimedia installations)
The Postmodern turn, 1997: p. 124 (postmodernism brought new art forms, such 
as happenings, performance art, multimedia installations, and computer art)
Grove Art online, July 12, 2007: multimedia (multimedia may also comprise 
installation)
Media anthropology, 2005: p. 159 (highly successful multimedia installations at the 
.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ CƛƭƳ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ όƴƻǿ ŎƭƻǎŜŘύ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǾƛƴƎ LƳŀƎŜύ



Not the same, too general

LC Control Number: sh 85029482
LC Class Number: N7433.8 N7433.85

TT869.5
HEADING: Computer art
Used For/See From: Art, Computer

Computer craft
Search Also Under: Art, Modern 20th century

Computers
Scope Note: Here are entered works on art produced by using 

computers as an artistic medium. Works on the relationship 
between computers and traditional hand-produced art, including 
the influence of computers on such art, are entered under Art and 
computers.

Found In: Computer crafts for kids, c1994: t.p. (Computer crafts)





New Media Art in India
ά{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-1990s, video and new media practice in India has dealt 
with issues of identity, critiques of violence, narrative and performance, 
and other subjects that come under the umbrella of third world issues. 
Video art has grown to mimic not only the older model of documentary 
cinema, but also the internet, interactive toys and video games, digital 
imaging and performance art. Its content is often politically insistent 
and responsive to many of the social issues debated within the 
ǎǳōŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ 
training and residencies abroad and the initiatives of foreign curators as 
ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
ƳŜŘƛŀ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎȅƴŜǊƎȅ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 
boom, or its widespread receptiveness to technological communication, 
a fact borne out since the 1850s with the successful use of 
photography, cinema, radio and television even in remote pockets of 
the country. From 1990ς2005, new media remained a closed activity, 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƭƭŜǊƛŜǎΦέ



We could check AAT.

multimedia works
(<visual works by medium or technique>, <visual works (Guide 

Term)>, ... Visual and Verbal Communication) [300047910]
multi-media art
multi-media works
works, multimedia
multimedia art
multimedia
multi-media
multimedia work
art, multimedia



AAT scope note: multimedia works

Note: Contemporary works of art that employ 
several distinct art forms, such as sculpture and 
music or painting and light art. For the concept that 
certain contemporary works merge known art forms 
to inaugurate a new type, use "intermedia." To 
indicate that works are composed of a variety of 
materials, use "mixed media. "



AAT

ÅάƳǳƭǘƛƳŜŘƛŀ ǿƻǊƪǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ

ÅάƴŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ

ÅAAT also shows us the hierarchical position of our 
heading

ÅLCSH has some hierarchy but not always there and 
usually only through broader or related terms

Åwhen authority records are built into searching, full 
hierarchy will aid discovery



Also in AAT:

generative art (computer art, <art genres>, ... Associated Concepts)

Note: Electronic art that incorporates process in the creation of the 
work. The work itself is usually experienced through time and 
space, and may include sound, motion, animated graphics, 
sculptural elements, or any combination of these. Generative art 
has a performative aspect. For visual art that incorporates 
algorithms to produce static visual works, use "algorithmic art."

Terms:
generative art (preferred,C,D,U,English-P)
art, generative (C,UF,U,English)
generative computer art (C,UF,U,English) 



What to do?

Å²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ άbŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀέ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
subject heading.

Å²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ άaǳƭǘƛƳŜŘƛŀέ 

ÅŀŘŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ άbŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀέ

ÅWe could check AAT.



Things to think about:

ÅWhat does the user want?

ÅHow does our OPAC search?

ïŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΚ

ÅUsers in other catalogs or OCLC including 
worldcat.org

ïlinks on headings can expedite follow-on searches



SACO proposal form



SACO proposal form (cont.)



Your SACO subject heading proposal submission was received. It will be reviewed and you will be notified if there are any 
problems. Print this page as a record for your files.

All SACO proposals are considered pre-approved unless notified otherwise. To find out when the proposal is scheduled to be 
reviewed by CPSO check the Weekly Tentative listavailable on the SACO Home Page. 

LIB=SACO  date=28 March 2008
008_02=i
f040=NNU

1xx=150  f1XX_heading=Evidence-based design

5xx=550  f5XX_BT1_heading=Interior architecture

5xx=550  f5XX_BT2_heading=Architectural design

sources1=Compassion in architecture : evidence-based design for health in Louisiana, 2005: $b p. 6 (evidence-
based movement in architecture for health predated yet parallels evidence-based medicine movement in 
the U.S., though borrowed term "evidence-based" to large extent)

sources2=Wikipedia, Mar. 28, 2008 $b (Evidence-based design is a process used by architects, interior 
designers, facility managers, and others in the planning, design, and construction of commercial buildings. 
An evidence-based designer, together with an informed client, makes decisions based on the best 
information available from research and project evaluations.)

sources3=Avery index to architectural periodicals, Mar. 27, 2008 $b (evidence-based design appears in one 
abstract and one title)

not_found=Art and architecture thesaurus, Mar. 27, 2008

bfm=1

pattern=Evidence-based medicine; Evidence-based social work

comments=Verderber book cited in work-cat 670 seems to be only record in LC catalog for bfm
name=Sherman Clarke
email=sherman.clarke@nyu.edu 

http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/tentative/twls.html


SACO submission:
SUBJECT AUTHORITY PROPOSAL FORM

Your SACO subject heading proposal submission was received. It will be reviewed and you will be notified if 
there are any problems. Print this page as a record for your files.

All SACO proposals are considered pre-approved unless notified otherwise. To find out when the proposal is 
scheduled to be reviewed by CPSO check the Weekly Tentative listavailable on the SACO Home Page. 

LIB=SACO
date=22 September 2006
008_02=-
f040=NNU
1xx=110  ind=2  f1XX_heading=Aranciera di Villa Borghese (Rome, Italy)
4xx=410  ind=2  f4XX_1_heading=Casino dell'Aranciera a Villa Borghese (Rome, Italy)
4xx=410  ind=2  f4XX_2_heading=Primo Casino (Villa Borghese, Rome, Italy)
4xx=410  ind=2  f4XX_3_heading=Casino del Muro Torto (Rome, Italy)
5xx=550  f5XX_BT1_heading=Outbuildings $z Italy
sources1=Museo Carlo Bilotti, Aranciera di Villa Borghese, c2006: $b p. 82 (Casino 
dell'Aranciera a Villa Borghese, now houses Museo Carlo Bilotti; earlier called Primo Casino or 
Casino del Muro Torto)
not_found=Blue guide. Rome and environs, 1994
pattern=Casino dell'Aurora (Palazzo Pallavicini-Rospigliosi, Rome, Italy); SCM H 1334
name=Sherman Clarke
email=sherman.clarke@nyu.edu

http://rs7.loc.gov/cgi-bin/formsx?catdir/tentative/twls.html


SACO change proposal form




