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Who is Steve? 

Å Steve is a collaborative project, formed 

in 2005, dedicated to exploring the 

effectiveness of social tagging for 

accessing art museum collections 

online and engaging audiences.
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Who is Steve? 

Å Founded in 2005 as a volunteer effort

Å Funded as a research project by an IMLS 

National Leadership Grant in 2006

Å Re-funded by IMLS for research activities in 

2008, as well as implementation work 
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Chipstone Foundation

Cleveland Museum of Art

Denver Art Museum

Guggenheim Museum

Los Angeles County Museum of Art

Indianapolis Museum of Art

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Minneapolis Institute of Arts

Minnesota Digital Library

Rubin Museum of Art

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art

Smithsonian American Art Museum

UCLA Graduate School of Education and 
Information Studies

Walker Art Center

Funding: Institute of Museum and Library 
Services

Listserv Participants: 350 active members

Archives and Museum Informatics

Susan Chun, Independent Consultant

New Media Consortium

Taxonomy Strategies

Think Design

University of Maryland, CLiMB Project
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http://www.steve.museum
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Why study social tagging?
Every participant had a different answer

Å Can tagging help users find art more 

easily?

Å Can tagging change the way users look 

at and engage with art?

Å Can tagging help museums understand 

what visitors see and understand?
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From: J. P. xxxxxx@xxxxxx.com

Date: Sat, 26 Aug 2006 11:24:43 -0700

To: timeline@metmuseum.org

Subject: Looking for a painting

Please help:

I have been looking on and off for years  for this painting. The 
painting is of a very well dressed renaissance man standing in a 
room (a library) in front of him on a table is a large hour glass. The 
painting has very rich colors.  I have talked to a lot of people and 
they have said they have seen this painting but can't remember its 
name or the name of the artist.

Could you please use your resources to find this painting?

mailto:xxxxxx@xxxxxx.com
mailto:timeline@metmuseum.org
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What ñJ. 

P.ò knows:

painting

Renaissance

standing

man

very well 

dressed

library

hourglass

table

rich colors

What a Met curator knows:

Portrait of a Man, ca. 1520ï25

Moretto da Brescia (Alessandro Bonvicino) 

(Italian, Brescian, born about 1498, died 

1554)

Oil on canvas; 34 1/4 x 32 in. (87 x 81.3 cm)

Rogers Fund, 1928 (28.79)

Provenance: Maffei, Brescia (by 1760, as 

"Ritratto d'uomo con carta in mano, ed 

Orologio, di Callisto da Lodi"); by descent to 

contessa Beatrice Erizzo Maffei Fenaroli 

Avogadro, Palazzo Fenaroli, Brescia (by 

1853ïat least 1857, as by Moretto); her 

daughter, contessa Maria Livia Fenaroli 

Avogadro, later marchesa Fassati, Brescia 

(in 1862); her son, marchese Ippolito Fassati, 

Milan (by 1878ïat least 1912); [Elia Volpi, 

Florence, by 1915ï16; sold to Knoedler]; 

[Knoedler, New York, 1916ï28; sold to MMA]
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Why a research project?

Å What conditions yield the most useful 

and accurate descriptions of artworks?

Å What interfaces provide the most 

engaging user experience?

Å Who should tag?

Å Which works should be tagged?
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What has Steve been up to?

Å Steve has completed a two-year IMLS-

funded research project.

Å Steve has begun two new three-year 

IMLS-funded projects.

Å Steve has released open source 

software to help other museums use 

social tagging tools.
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steveôsTools
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The steve tagger: an open-source, 

configurable tag collection environment


