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Who is S+eve?
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A Steve is a collaborative project, formed
In 2005, dedicated to exploring the
effectiveness of social tagging for
accessing art museum collections
online and engaging audiences.
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Who is S+eve?
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A Founded in 2005 as a volunteer effort

A Funded as a research project by an IMLS
National Leadership Grant in 2006

A Re-funded by IMLS for research activities in
2008, as well as implementation work
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STEVE: THE MUSEUM SOCIAL TAGGING PROJECT

Welcome to the Steve Project e

Steve is a collaboration of museum professionals and others who believe
that social tagging may provide profound new ways to describe and access
museum collections and encourage visitor enagement with museum objects.
Our activities include researching social tagging and museum collections;
developing open source software tools for tagging collections and managing
tags; and engaging in discussion and cutreach with members of the museum
community who are interested in implementing social tagging for their own
callections.

Steve as Research

The project team is engaged in systematic research into how social tagging
can best serve the museum community and its visitors. The research is
currently funded, in part, by a National Leadership Grant from theU.S.
Institute of Museum and Library Sciences. Data collected at
http-itagoer.steve. museum provides a testbed for researching our
hypotheses about social tagging.

Steve as Software

To support our research, the steve team has developed a suite of open source tagging tools. The steve tagger tool is available for download at
the project's SourceForge site, and members of the community are encouraged to download and install the tool. At its core, the tagger is a php
web application that can publish a basic online collection and record tags. The project has issued a rich API that allows the integration of the
tagger tool with existing projects and supports new development efforts. By itself, tagging is not technically difficult, but it is our intention to
provide a easily-deployed common platform to allow users to share the costs of future tool development.

Steve in Action

The steve tagger has been implemented in a number of places in a variety of ways. The "Steve in Action” section of the site showcases some
of the deployments of the steve tagger software, and provides links and case studies. More information about steve tagger deployments can be
found in the "Steve in Action” Forum, where prospective adopters of the software can talk to colleagues who have already implemented the
steve tools about how they use the software.

About Steve

The site's FACs answer your questions about who we are, how to contact us, and how you can participate in our work.
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TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT Why Study SOCIaI tagglng?

Every participant had a different answer

A Can tagging help users find art more
easily?

A Can tagging change the way users look
at and engage with art?

A4 Can tagging help museums understand
what visitors see and understand?
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From: J. P. XXXXXX@XXXXXX.COM
Date: Sat, 26 Aug 2006 11:24:43 -0700
To: timeline@metmuseum.org
Subject: Looking for a painting

Please help:

| have been looking on and off for years for this painting. The
painting is of a very well dressed renaissance man standing in a
room (a library) in front of him on a table is a large hour glass. The
painting has very rich colors. | have talked to a lot of people and
they have said they have seen this painting but can't remember its
name or the name of the artist.

Could you please use your resources to find this painting?
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A J What a Met curator knows:

Wh at

P. 0O k N o Rgrwait of a Man, ca. 152071 25
Moretto da Brescia (Alessandro Bonvicino)

THE ART MUSEUM SOCIAL TAGGING PROJECT

painting (Italian, Brescian, born about 1498, died
1554)

Renaissance Oil on canvas; 34 1/4 x 32 in. (87 x 81.3 cm)
Rogers Fund, 1928 (28.79)

standing

man Provenance: Maffei, Brescia (by 1760, as
"Ritratto d'uomo con carta in mano, ed

very well Orologio, di Callisto da Lodi"); by descent to

dressed contessa Beatrice Erizzo Maffei Fenaroli
Avogadro, Palazzo Fenaroli, Brescia (by

library 1853i at least 1857, as by Moretto); her
daughter, contessa Maria Livia Fenaroli

hourglass Avogadro, later marchesa Fassati, Brescia
(in 1862); her son, marchese Ippolito Fassati,

table Milan (by 1878i at least 1912); [Elia Volpi,

_ Florence, by 19157 16; sold to Knoedler];
rich colors [Knoedler, New York, 19167 28; sold to MMA]
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Why a research project?

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

A What conditions yield the most useful
and accurate descriptions of artworks?

A What interfaces provide the most
engaging user experience?

A Who should tag?
A Which works should be tagged?
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What has S+eve been up to?

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

» S+eve has completed a two-year IMLS-
funded research project.

a Steve has begun two new three-year
IMLS-funded projects.

A S+eve has released open source
software to help other museums use
social tagging tools.
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The steve tagger: an open-source,
configurable tag collection environment
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