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Introduction

Like so many collections of this nature, the University of California

Berkeley Art History/Classics (AH/C) Library artist files collection developed 
over the years through relatively passive accumulation. Originally moved 

for a remodeling project, after eleven years in storage the artist files

collection was no longer part of the collective memory. Kathryn Wayne,

Fine Arts Librarian and Head of the AH/C Library, reviewed the collection

and determined that the ephemera might be better placed at the San

Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) Research Library. Barbara 

Rominski, SFMOMAôs Head Librarian, agreed. With the help of Linda 

Psomas, a student intern from San Jose State University School of Library 

and Information Science, the collection was re-invented through an 

uncommon cross-institutional collaboration.



collection overview

ÅThe collection grew over 
the years with 
contributions from 
various sources. 



a collaboration was formed. . .

Åthe artist files collection was no longer part of 
the collective memory 

Åephemera would be better placed at the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art Research 
Library

Ånew networks opened access to materials



selection criteria

SFMOMA Research 
Library + Archives

Å Ephemera related to Modern and 
Contemporary artists

Å All Bay Area exhibition ephemera

Å Catalog duplicates

Å All photography related materials

Å No student or group shows

Å No slides or food

Art History/Classics 
Library

Å Exhibition catalogs

Å Works of extraordinary value

Å University records and archives



review

14 vertical files =

Å32 boxes of ephemera 
(~53.44 linear feet)

Å22 boxes of exhibition 
catalogs (~36.7 linear feet)

Åundetermined amount of 
recyclables



some highlights from the collection ð

Alfred Manessier untitled lithograph n/d 481/700  



Dr. Peter Selz intellectual -freedom statement 1967


