
Friends in NeedéFriends Indeed!

The Art Research Library at

Beverly Hills Public Library



Mary Stark
Fine Arts Librarian

Beverly Hills Public Library
ARLIS/NA, Denver

May, 2008



What is a Friend?



Friends protect youé



Friends inspire youé



Friends make you feel at home in                     
their neighborhood.



Friends connect you to people you 
should know.



Friends can be a safety net.



Friends remind you of your goalsé



éand help you to reach them.



Friends share their resources.



So a Friend in Need 
is a Friend Indeed!



Art Museum Libraries and Librarianship ñJoan M. Benedetti

Successful collaboration:

Librarian works with the 
Friends to direct funding to 
projects that reflect the 
mission of the institution and 
its research resources.



Birth of the Friends
FOLUSA :

Officially established June 25, 1979 
at ALA Annual Conference

Purpose:

òéhelp Librariansémarketétheir 
serviceséto think politically and 
to increase support levels for 
libraryéó

--Joe Fitzsimmons, past president of FOLUSA



Our first Best Friend



BHPLõs Friends meet for the 1st time.

ÅNovember 4, 1958ñ

Purpose to create public opinion 
in favor of a library building.

ÅMarch 1961 the Library Services 
Committee had determined that a 
library buildingébe 
recommended to City Council.

ÅAfter one failed bond issue in 
1962, the second bond issue 
passed in 1963.



An òArt Research Libraryó

ÅSeptember 14, 1964

Marcella Rabwin òwishes to 
work toward a definitive Art 
Libraryéó 

òégifts of works of art may be 
acceptedémoney from this 
project could be used for the 
acquisition of an art research 
libraryéó



Who was this Marcella Rabwin?



May Fair, April, 1966



Defining and refining the character 
of our libraryõs Art Research Library:

ÅAugust, 1969ñDiscussion 
by Board of what the Art 
Collection was to be, 

Åhow much money was 
needed, 

Åwas it to be a separate 
collection, 

Åwho would be responsible 
for the selection of books.



Bernard Karpel from NY Museum of 
Modern Art advises as subject specialist.

ÅGreatest area of interest and 
need in community is 19 th

and 20th century art.

ÅSelect international 
exhibition catalogues as an 
area where Beverly Hills can 
achieve, òat comparatively 
low cost, uniqueness and 
distinction on the West 
coastéó



Commitment of funds by Friends

ÅJune, 1960ñóéArt 
Committeeõs goal is the 
raising of $100,000 for Art 
Research materialéó

ÅDetermination that Friends 
not pay for library personnel 
or staff.  City should be 
responsible for salaries.



Fine Arts at BHPL



Art Desk


